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the consular secretary and soldier escorting them were some-
what mishandled by French soldiers. The German Consul
was blamed by France for having exceeded his powers, con-
trary to international law, in affording protection to persons
within French military jurisdiction. The local French mili-
tary authorities were accused by Germany of having in-
fringed the inviolability of consular rights. In spite of
some excitement in the French and German Press, good
sense fortunately prevailed in the Foreign Offices at Paris
and Berlin. Both soon agreed to submit the matter to
arbitration, which ultimately resulted in a compromise de-
cision that both sides had been partly in the wrong. Both
Powers were glad to see the incident disposed of in a
conciliatory fashion so that it should not add a new danger
to the peace of Europe which at the moment was threatened
by the uncertain state of affairs growing out of the Turkish
Revolution and the Bosnian Crisis. The Kaiser especially
displayed as much wisdom and energetic influence in favor
of friendly conciliation as he had lacked in dealing with
the English suggestions for a restriction of naval competi-
tion. Never in sympathy with the Biilow-Holstein Morocco
policy of the past, he now condemned it sharply, having
come to the conclusion that it was impossible to check the
extension of French political control in Morocco without
resorting to force. On October 4 he informed his Foreign
Office that, so far as still practicable, Germany should with-
draw with dignity, and come to an understanding with
France as quickly as possible, in spite of the incident at
Casablanca. A couple of days later, after being painfully
surprised by the Austrian annexation of Bosnia, he wrote
more energetically to Billow: "In view of these circum-
stances this wretched Moroccan affair must now be brought
to a conclusion, quickly and definitely. There is nothing
to be made of it; it will be French anyway. So let us get
out of the affair with dignity, so that we may finally have